Companies Seek Return Of $1.4 Million Loan -- Or Investment -- In Charles Band Projects
A pair of disgruntled investors, not the first, filed suit Tuesday in Los Angeles Superior Court against filmmaker Charles Band and his companies. Twilight Entertainment and the Kushner-Locke Company claim they either loaned $1.4 million to (or invested that amount in) Band entities in October, and now want the money back plus 10 percent interest. The four-page lawsuit doesn't give details as to what the money was earmarked for, and Twilight and Kushner-Locke's attorney, Thomas Doniger of Doniger & Fetter, said he doesn't comment on pending litigation. Besides Band, the lawsuit names his Full Moon Distribution, Redplanet and other companies as defendants. Band and some of his companies were targeted in a separate suit filed in December by a different investor who claims he invested millions in two films and has not seen a return on his money. A message left for a Band attorney wasn't immediately returned. Band is the son of director Albert Band and is described in Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia as a "filmmaker best known for an apparently endless series of low-budget science-fiction and horror movies." Charles Band's producing credits include the Puppetmaster series and The Horrible Dr. Bones.
Intellectual Property Experts at O'Melveny & Myers LLP Available for Commentary on Napster and Tasini Cases

Recording Industry Association of America Takes Napster Back to Court for Failure to Remove Copyrighted Material

Freelance Writers Face Publishers in U.S. Supreme Court to Demand Payment for Work Posted On Electronic Databases 

NAPSTER CASE - possible discussion topics: 

· Possible results of RIAA's actions against Napster 

· How Napster may respond 

· Impact of actions on Napster, consumers and the industry 

· Other courses of action available to RIAA and Napster 

TASINI CASE - possible discussion topics: 

· Issues behind the dispute over copyright laws 

· Impact of case on freelance writers, online publishers, existing databases 

Sources: 

Dale Cendali is a partner at the law firm of O'Melveny & Myers and is Co-Chair of the firm's Intellectual Property practice group. She counsels clients regarding the acquisition and retention of intellectual property rights (including Internet issues) and also litigates disputes concerning such rights for leading media, computer and entertainment companies. 

Darin Snyder is a partner at the law firm of O'Melveny & Myers and focuses on major civil and criminal litigation matters, with an emphasis on intellectual property and technology-intensive business sectors. Over the last several years, Mr. Snyder has handled a variety of copyright, trade secret, patent, and trademark cases. 

If you would like to arrange an interview with Ms. Cendali or Mr. Snyder, please contact: Faye Fardshisheh 212/885-0614 ffardshi@hillandknowlton.com
Catherine Martin 949/223-2309 cmartin@hillandknowlton.com
